
WARM-UP
In your opinion, what is the best form of potato?

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH - SMALL GROUPS - MISSION & VALUES WEEK 3

What do you like best about this value?
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How do you see this value at Hope?

Our Values

Not Earned Not Threatened Not Alone Not About Us Not... Not Fun

Mission & Values

Value #2 - Not Threatened:
We engage the world with hope and curiosity because the gospel
liberates us from judgment and defensiveness. 

How do you see yourself engaging with this value at Hope or in life?



Where in your life is it the easiest to get defensive or judgey? Why might
that be?
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What might it look like to have hope and curiosity in hard situations?

ACTS 17:16-28 (NIV)
 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city

was full of idols.  So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks,
as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there.  A group of
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is
this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign gods.” They
said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection. 
Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him,
“May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting?  You are bringing some
strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.”  (All the Athenians
and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and
listening to the latest ideas.)  Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said:
“People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious.  For as I walked around and
looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an
unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going
to proclaim to you.  “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.  And he is not served
by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath
and everything else.  From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their
lands.  God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find
him, though he is not far from any one of us.  ‘For in him we live and move and have our
being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
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What stands out to you?
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How do you see the “Not Threatened” value in these verses?

How can we respond to others when they feel threatened by what we say?

JEREMIAH 29:4-14 (NIV)
 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from

Jerusalem to Babylon:  “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they
produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number
there; do not decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have
carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  Yes,
this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners
among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.  They are
prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the Lord. 10 This is what

the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill
my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,”

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will

seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,”

declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the
nations and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to
the place from which I carried you into exile.”

4

5

6

7

8

9

How do you see the “Not Threatened” value in these verses?

How does this value impact your small group?



In your life, what would look different if you weren’t
threatened by it?

What is a trigger of fear and defensiveness for you?
How does the gospel speak into that?

DISCUSSION FOR ACCOUNTABILITY
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We were once enemies to God because of our sin and the whole bible
shows His limitless kindness to us while we were still His enemies. How does
this help to inform us on how to treat/engage with nonbelievers or people
of other religions?


